
 

 

 

 

Think climate change is a problem? 

Concerned about the impacts of climate change on health? 

Want to have an effect on policy making? 

Feel that your voice could be louder? 

Join other doctors and medical students, concerned about climate change, 

and strengthen the message. 

Join the Doctors for the Environment Australia today at 

http://www.dea.org.au/ 

It is now without doubt that climate change will affect the health of our patients, colleagues 

and society at large. It is as serious a problem as cardiovascular events or cancer. Not only will 

our health be affected directly by natural disasters and the spread of infectious diseases, but 

also indirectly, including effects on mental health, allergies, asthma and illness resulting from 

extreme weather events. The potential impacts of climate change make the impact of pandemic 

influenza pale into insignificance. As a profession, we must act and lobby to minimize these 

effects, or face a sicker population in increasingly stretched health care systems. 

Doctors for the Environment Australia Inc (DEA) is a group of concerned and influential doctors. 

We are seen by many, including politicians, as an unbiased organization, able to provide a well 

considered and substantiated message on the ever increasing threat of climate change, energy 

and related issues. We have already had significant influence in many political circles, including 

the World Health Organization.  

Join us today at http://www.dea.org.au/ 

Your membership will add critical weight to our efforts. 
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Climate change will have environmental and consequent health impacts in the Australian desert and 

beyond; Campbell et al. (2008) Rural and Remote Health 8:1008 

 

“Joining Doctors for the Environment Australia is the single most effective thing you can do to 

influence positive decision-making about environmental factors that impact the health of the 

Australian public.” Bill Castleden, Former Chair, Doctors for the Environment Australia.  

“Australia has a larger interest in a strong mitigation outcome than other developed countries. 

We are already a hot and dry country; small variations in climate are more damaging to us 

than to other developed countries. We live in a region of developing countries, which are in 

weaker positions to adapt to climate change than wealthy countries with robust political and 

economic institutions. The problems of our neighbours would inevitably become our problems. 

And the structure of our economy means that our terms of trade would be damaged more by 

the effects of climate change than would those of any other developed country.” Garnaut 

Report, 2008  

“Health professionals are on the front line in dealing with the impacts of climate change… 

Climate change will highlight and exacerbate the weaknesses [in the health sector] by bringing 

new pressures on public health, with greater frequency.” Margaret Chan, Director-General 

World Health Organization 


