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Background 
 
Doctors for the Environment Australia was formed 15 years ago with a focus on 

addressing the issue of climate change and in particular its health implications. 
During this time, we have made many formal submissions from our medical and 

scientific experts and have had the opportunity to observe the processes and 
performance of successive Queensland governments. 

 
On this occasion we will make some general observations and comments in 

relation to the report “Advancing Climate Action in Queensland. Making the 
transition to a low carbon future”. 

https://www.getinvolved.qld.gov.au/gi/consultation/3000/view.html  
 

We have read the report but are not convinced from making many previous 

submissions that detailed input from us will lead to a useful outcome being 
achieved. 

 
Clearly there are inherent difficulties for all Australian states trying to address 

climate change in the face of weak federal policy from both major parties and 
from the present federal government in particular. Our national targets are seen 

by scientists and other experts as inadequate compared to equivalent countries, 
and their delivery unlikely. The main plank of transition to a low emission future, 

the delivery of renewable energy, has stalled and further harm to its future is 
planned with cuts to ARENA. Federal Labor policy delivered to the recent election 

had acceptable targets for renewable energy and emission reduction but little 
insight as to how they would be achieved. 

 
It is against this background of national indolence that the states need to 

struggle as they address the difficulties of making a contribution to emissions 

reduction, so necessary for their own sustainability and economic futures. In 
contrast to some other states, for example South Australia, the performance of 

Queensland is woeful as indicated by its own report 
http://www.ehp.qld.gov.au/assets/documents/climate/carbon-pollution-

projections.pdf and in this submission we will explain why, and attempt to 
indicate some ways forward. 

 
Let us commence with the international necessities. 

 
 

https://www.getinvolved.qld.gov.au/gi/consultation/3000/view.html
http://www.ehp.qld.gov.au/assets/documents/climate/carbon-pollution-projections.pdf
http://www.ehp.qld.gov.au/assets/documents/climate/carbon-pollution-projections.pdf
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The international situation 
 

World science accepts that emissions must be controlled quickly and world 

temperature rise limited to 2°C to avoid serious harms to the planet and to 
humanity. Many have noted that this week, when the USA and China have signed 

onto a 40% reduction in emissions as per the Paris agreement, the Queensland 
parliament kicked yet another own goal with a motion passed by the Qld 

Parliament, including Labor, that the House: 

 notes the Federal Court has dismissed an Australian Conservation 

Foundation case against Adani’s $16 billion Carmichael mine; 

 supports the development of Adani’s Carmichael mine and other new 

thermal coal mines in Queensland;  

and 

 calls on the Palaszczuk Government to prioritise its commitment to Land 
Court reform to expedite the consideration of resource projects in 

Queensland. 
 

The idea in this motion is a serious problem: it flies in the face of evidence about 

the contribution of coal to global warming and, essentially, insults any society 
determined to make progress in converting to a carbon-neutral future. Has the 

Queensland government any conception of the damage its performance inflicts 
on itself and the image of Australia? For some time now the international media 

has been rife with criticism of Queensland coal production and the demise of the 
Barrier Reef. The appearance is that Queensland has blithe indifference to the 

harm being inflicted upon world assets. These matters have bearing on 
Australia’s ability to operate in the world as an esteemed citizen, or perceived 

instead as a wealthy country grabbing all the advantages if can. 
 

The fact is that science has agreed on the budget for coal that has to be left in 
the ground if we are to avoid dangerous warming. The Adani mine will use 0.6% 

of the world’s remaining carbon budget and if this mine was listed as a country it 
would be number 38 in emission production of all world countries. 

 

The Queensland government has to recognise that there are now countries with 
similar size of population to Queensland which have attained near 100% 

renewable energy and near carbon neutrality. Many of these countries are poor 
compared to Queensland and even poor Pacific Island states have a much better 

record. Queensland financial resources, which could be used to attain transition 
are being used for an industry which has no future if the world is to have a 

future. 
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The self-harm to Queensland 
 
Successive Queensland governments have failed to recognise the economic, 

human and social harm being inflicted upon the state by already existing climate 
change via just one of its sequels: extreme weather events.  

http://www.aph.gov.au/Parliamentary_Business/Committees/Senate/Environmen
t_and_Communications/Completed_inquiries/2010-

13/extremeweather/submissions Submission 108 

 
Queensland governments need an insight that a proportion of this harm is 

caused by its own emission policies. 

 
Queensland Floods 2010 
In the case of the 2010-2011 Queensland floods, the tangible asset loss was 
$6.7B and was exceeded by intangible losses of $7.4B. This represents not only 

monetary loss but also a huge amount of human misery. 
 

In a review by Doctors for the Environment Australia 
http://dea.org.au/images/general/DEA9934_No_Time_for_Games_web_final.pdf 

more than 78% of Queensland was declared a disaster zone and 35 people were 
killed and about 2.5 million people were affected. Seventeen thousand 

tetanus/diphtheria vaccines were also distributed to reduce the risk of disease 

and the Queensland Health information line answered 54,881 calls from flood-
affected areas. 

 
Some hospitals such as the Wesley in Brisbane were disabled by flooding. The 

Queensland and Federal governments provided $18 million to repair damage to 
health facilities and $38 million for the Queensland Mental Health Natural 

Disaster Recovery Plan from 2011-2013 
http://reneweconomy.com.au/2016/government-somnolence-on-climate-

change-health-costs-11900 
 

 
The Yasi storm  
Infrastructure losses were of the order of $1billion and one would expect the 

health and social costs to be a further $1billion 
http://www.abc.net.au/news/specials/yasi/. Some insight into the impacts on 

medical services can be obtained from information submitted to the 

parliamentary enquiry into “Recent trends in and preparedness for extreme 
weather events” 

http://www.aph.gov.au/Parliamentary_Business/Committees/Senate/Environmen
t_and_Communications/Completed_inquiries/2010-

13/extremeweather/submissions Submission 161 
 

Large financial losses have also occurred from severe recent drought. 
 

http://www.aph.gov.au/Parliamentary_Business/Committees/Senate/Environment_and_Communications/Completed_inquiries/2010-13/extremeweather/submissions
http://www.aph.gov.au/Parliamentary_Business/Committees/Senate/Environment_and_Communications/Completed_inquiries/2010-13/extremeweather/submissions
http://www.aph.gov.au/Parliamentary_Business/Committees/Senate/Environment_and_Communications/Completed_inquiries/2010-13/extremeweather/submissions
http://dea.org.au/images/general/DEA9934_No_Time_for_Games_web_final.pdf
http://reneweconomy.com.au/2016/government-somnolence-on-climate-change-health-costs-11900
http://reneweconomy.com.au/2016/government-somnolence-on-climate-change-health-costs-11900
http://www.abc.net.au/news/specials/yasi/
http://www.aph.gov.au/Parliamentary_Business/Committees/Senate/Environment_and_Communications/Completed_inquiries/2010-13/extremeweather/submissions
http://www.aph.gov.au/Parliamentary_Business/Committees/Senate/Environment_and_Communications/Completed_inquiries/2010-13/extremeweather/submissions
http://www.aph.gov.au/Parliamentary_Business/Committees/Senate/Environment_and_Communications/Completed_inquiries/2010-13/extremeweather/submissions
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These are realistic examples where Queensland has sustained economic loss 
through extreme weather events influenced partly by climate change, and it will 

face increasing erosion of its budget from future climate change sequelae. 
 

The expected loss of the Great Barrier Reef and the increasing threat to the 
tropical rainforest, both major economic assets, have also been well documented 

in national and international reports. 
 

 

What are the problems preventing Queensland moving 

forward? 
 
Failure of government process 
These failures have been analysed by DEA and were presented in submissions on 

health issues made to the Senate review of regulation 
http://dea.org.au/images/uploads/submissions/Certain_Aspects_of_QLD_Govern

ment_Administration_Submission_11-14.pdf and that of Unconventional gas 
http://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;db=COMMITTEES

;id=committees%2Fcommsen%2Fb11b69b9-6cc2-4be2-890e-
4b4da4eaa521%2F0006;query=Id%3A%22committees%2Fcommsen%2Fb11b6

9b9-6cc2-4be2-890e-4b4da4eaa521%2F0000%22.  
 

It seems to many, that the Queensland government acts more as a proponent 

for resource development rather than an arbiter on the claims of all interested 
stakeholders, and nowhere is this more apparent than in the comment we make 

on the Independent Expert Scientific Committee referred to in page 5 of our 
regulatory submission. 

 
We are also of the opinion, having made 5 detailed submissions on the Adani 

mine, that the EIS process was flawed in its health assessments: 
http://dea.org.au/images/uploads/submissions/Certain_Aspects_of_QLD_Govern

ment_Administration_Submission_11-14.pdf; 
http://dea.org.au/images/uploads/submissions/Carmichael_Coal_Mine_and_Rail_

Project_SEIS_Submission_12-13.pdf; 
http://dea.org.au/images/uploads/submissions/Adani_Abbot_Point_Coal_Termin

al_0_Submission_04-13.pdf;  
http://dea.org.au/images/uploads/submissions/Carmichael_Coal_Mine_and_Rail_

Project_Submission_02-13.pdf;  

http://dea.org.au/images/uploads/submissions/Carmichael_submission.pdf. 
 

In our view, the re-emergence of Black Lung disease is a calamity which could 
result only from failure of government process and regulation, a confirmation of 

the very point we are making here. 

 

http://dea.org.au/images/uploads/submissions/Certain_Aspects_of_QLD_Government_Administration_Submission_11-14.pdf
http://dea.org.au/images/uploads/submissions/Certain_Aspects_of_QLD_Government_Administration_Submission_11-14.pdf
http://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;db=COMMITTEES;id=committees%2Fcommsen%2Fb11b69b9-6cc2-4be2-890e-4b4da4eaa521%2F0006;query=Id%3A%22committees%2Fcommsen%2Fb11b69b9-6cc2-4be2-890e-4b4da4eaa521%2F0000%22
http://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;db=COMMITTEES;id=committees%2Fcommsen%2Fb11b69b9-6cc2-4be2-890e-4b4da4eaa521%2F0006;query=Id%3A%22committees%2Fcommsen%2Fb11b69b9-6cc2-4be2-890e-4b4da4eaa521%2F0000%22
http://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;db=COMMITTEES;id=committees%2Fcommsen%2Fb11b69b9-6cc2-4be2-890e-4b4da4eaa521%2F0006;query=Id%3A%22committees%2Fcommsen%2Fb11b69b9-6cc2-4be2-890e-4b4da4eaa521%2F0000%22
http://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;db=COMMITTEES;id=committees%2Fcommsen%2Fb11b69b9-6cc2-4be2-890e-4b4da4eaa521%2F0006;query=Id%3A%22committees%2Fcommsen%2Fb11b69b9-6cc2-4be2-890e-4b4da4eaa521%2F0000%22
http://dea.org.au/images/uploads/submissions/Certain_Aspects_of_QLD_Government_Administration_Submission_11-14.pdf
http://dea.org.au/images/uploads/submissions/Certain_Aspects_of_QLD_Government_Administration_Submission_11-14.pdf
http://dea.org.au/images/uploads/submissions/Carmichael_Coal_Mine_and_Rail_Project_SEIS_Submission_12-13.pdf
http://dea.org.au/images/uploads/submissions/Carmichael_Coal_Mine_and_Rail_Project_SEIS_Submission_12-13.pdf
http://dea.org.au/images/uploads/submissions/Adani_Abbot_Point_Coal_Terminal_0_Submission_04-13.pdf
http://dea.org.au/images/uploads/submissions/Adani_Abbot_Point_Coal_Terminal_0_Submission_04-13.pdf
http://dea.org.au/images/uploads/submissions/Carmichael_Coal_Mine_and_Rail_Project_Submission_02-13.pdf
http://dea.org.au/images/uploads/submissions/Carmichael_Coal_Mine_and_Rail_Project_Submission_02-13.pdf
http://dea.org.au/images/uploads/submissions/Carmichael_submission.pdf
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The influence of fossil fuel companies 
Industrial influence has been thoroughly addressed in several recent independent 
reports and DEA has commented in the media through its distinguished medical 

Chair Kingsley Faulkner 
www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2016/aug/31/cigarettes-asbestos-now-

fossil-fuels-how-big-business-impacts-public-health.   
 

The inclusion of some of these companies in the Report at page 8 demonstrates 
lack of judgement given their direct contribution to producing greenhouse gases. 

Further, their statements are minor concessions in what are destructive industrial 
activities. The non-fossil fuel companies also have tarnished images: DEA closed 

its account with Westpac because invests one dollar in renewable energy for 
every $10 in coal. The lack of concerns for society of Origin and Rio Tinto is 

unacceptable. The contribution to obesity by sugar-containing soft-drinks is well-
known, a fact that Coca-Cola is determined to obscure. 

 

 
Absence of adequate democratic process 
The following captions in the Courier Mail epitomise the problem.  

 
“State economy missing $3.9 billion and 2665 jobs because delays to Adani 

mega-mine” 

http://www.couriermail.com.au/subscribe/news/1/index.html?sourceCode=CMW
EB_WRE170_a&mode=premium&dest=http://www.couriermail.com.au/news/que

ensland/state-economy-missing-39-billion-and-2665-jobs-because-delays-to-
adani-megamine/news-

story/d0a653456208de71308f64d008c0f486&memtype=anonymous  
 

Editorial: “Stonewalling on Adani mine is a cost we cannot bear” 
http://www.couriermail.com.au/subscribe/news/1/index.html?sourceCode=CMW

EB_WRE170_a&mode=premium&dest=http://www.couriermail.com.au/news/opi
nion/editorial-stonewalling-on-adani-mine-is-a-cost-we-cannot-bear/news-

story/6fe469b784808be464f0cbffb0eb8126&memtype=anonymous  
 

These articles accurately play on fear of unemployment and, at the same time, 
fail to describe the long-term consequences of decisions favouring continued use 

of coal. While the media does what it does, free of responsibility, the concurrence 
of the Queensland parliament demonstrates lack of understanding of the over-

riding issue of climate change, and lack of government leadership. It could also 

be asked what ability has the government exhibited in producing an equal 
number of jobs and income from alternative sustainable endeavours? There is no 

escaping from climate change; there has to be a Plan B - what is it? 
 

The absence of an Upper House where salient issues can be tested and debated 
is seen by many experts as a significant impediment to progress in Queensland. 

We base our observation not on expertise in governance but on our experience 
interacting with upper houses in other states where experts from many 

file:///C:/Users/admin/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/INetCache/Content.Outlook/LH19PQ6W/www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2016/aug/31/cigarettes-asbestos-now-fossil-fuels-how-big-business-impacts-public-health
file:///C:/Users/admin/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/INetCache/Content.Outlook/LH19PQ6W/www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2016/aug/31/cigarettes-asbestos-now-fossil-fuels-how-big-business-impacts-public-health
http://www.couriermail.com.au/subscribe/news/1/index.html?sourceCode=CMWEB_WRE170_a&mode=premium&dest=http://www.couriermail.com.au/news/queensland/state-economy-missing-39-billion-and-2665-jobs-because-delays-to-adani-megamine/news-story/d0a653456208de71308f64d008c0f486&memtype=anonymous
http://www.couriermail.com.au/subscribe/news/1/index.html?sourceCode=CMWEB_WRE170_a&mode=premium&dest=http://www.couriermail.com.au/news/queensland/state-economy-missing-39-billion-and-2665-jobs-because-delays-to-adani-megamine/news-story/d0a653456208de71308f64d008c0f486&memtype=anonymous
http://www.couriermail.com.au/subscribe/news/1/index.html?sourceCode=CMWEB_WRE170_a&mode=premium&dest=http://www.couriermail.com.au/news/queensland/state-economy-missing-39-billion-and-2665-jobs-because-delays-to-adani-megamine/news-story/d0a653456208de71308f64d008c0f486&memtype=anonymous
http://www.couriermail.com.au/subscribe/news/1/index.html?sourceCode=CMWEB_WRE170_a&mode=premium&dest=http://www.couriermail.com.au/news/queensland/state-economy-missing-39-billion-and-2665-jobs-because-delays-to-adani-megamine/news-story/d0a653456208de71308f64d008c0f486&memtype=anonymous
http://www.couriermail.com.au/subscribe/news/1/index.html?sourceCode=CMWEB_WRE170_a&mode=premium&dest=http://www.couriermail.com.au/news/queensland/state-economy-missing-39-billion-and-2665-jobs-because-delays-to-adani-megamine/news-story/d0a653456208de71308f64d008c0f486&memtype=anonymous
http://www.couriermail.com.au/subscribe/news/1/index.html?sourceCode=CMWEB_WRE170_a&mode=premium&dest=http://www.couriermail.com.au/news/opinion/editorial-stonewalling-on-adani-mine-is-a-cost-we-cannot-bear/news-story/6fe469b784808be464f0cbffb0eb8126&memtype=anonymous
http://www.couriermail.com.au/subscribe/news/1/index.html?sourceCode=CMWEB_WRE170_a&mode=premium&dest=http://www.couriermail.com.au/news/opinion/editorial-stonewalling-on-adani-mine-is-a-cost-we-cannot-bear/news-story/6fe469b784808be464f0cbffb0eb8126&memtype=anonymous
http://www.couriermail.com.au/subscribe/news/1/index.html?sourceCode=CMWEB_WRE170_a&mode=premium&dest=http://www.couriermail.com.au/news/opinion/editorial-stonewalling-on-adani-mine-is-a-cost-we-cannot-bear/news-story/6fe469b784808be464f0cbffb0eb8126&memtype=anonymous
http://www.couriermail.com.au/subscribe/news/1/index.html?sourceCode=CMWEB_WRE170_a&mode=premium&dest=http://www.couriermail.com.au/news/opinion/editorial-stonewalling-on-adani-mine-is-a-cost-we-cannot-bear/news-story/6fe469b784808be464f0cbffb0eb8126&memtype=anonymous
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disciplines and community groups are brought together in enquiries and thereby 
make progress on a range of important issues. 

 
The absence of an independent or even semi-independent EPA where issues can 

be addressed and reported with transparently is also an impediment to reform  
and progress. 

 
 

The way forward 
 

To its credit the Report talks about “getting back on track”. This report will not 
do this without changes in attitude and fundamental reform of process. To take 

one example, The Report defends Queensland coal as essential for steel-
manufacture and emphasises that carbon emissions are calculated for the 

country using the coal, not those exporting it. Both are currently correct but are 
convenient excuses for failing to embrace an alternative way forward: steel will 

eventually be made using electricity and sustainable sources of carbon. 
Queensland should embrace this and stop defending coal. 

 
In the interests of the health and economic future of its citizens we suggest 

Queensland accepts the need for independent assessment of its policies and 
procedures and seeks means of bring more expertise particularly in science and 

governance into assessment process and development of policy. These are 

important needs for all governments in this increasingly complex world and 
particularly for Queensland. 

 
 

Doctors for the Environment Australia 
Doctors for the Environment Australia (DEA) is an independent, self-funded, non-

government organisation of medical doctors in all Australian States and 
Territories. Our members work across all specialties in community, hospital, 

private practices and public health. 
 

DEA works to prevent and address the diseases - local, national and global - 
caused by damage to our natural environment. We are a public health voice in 

the sphere of environmental health with a primary focus on the health harms 
from pollution and climate change. 

 

 


