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The Problem: a growing threat to Public Health 

Fossil fuels adversely impact public health directly, as well as via climate change.
For example:

Climate change the greatest global threat to public health 

Could your superannuation fund, bank or university be contributing to the biggest public
health problem of our time?  

You would not want to invest in the tobacco industry because it harms people's health, so
why invest in coal, oil and gas? If you don't want to profit from the largest driver of climate
change and the consequent decline of global health, you should consider divesting from
fossil fuels and encouraging institutions you are part of to do the same.

• Increase in frequency and severity of heatwaves and fires: for Australia, this will
 mean more heatwaves like the 2009 Victorian heatwave, which resulted in 173
 people dying in the Black Saturday Bushfires and 374 excess deaths associated
 with the extreme heat.
• Increase in frequency and severity of storms and floods: these events result in
 injury, drowning, hypothermia and risk of infectious disease as well as damage
 to infrastructure, including health services. 
• Change in geographical distribution of vector-borne disease: a greater number
 of people may be at risk of malaria, dengue fever and tick-borne diseases,
 including increased risk of dengue fever and Ross River virus in Australia. 
• Increased rates of food- and water-borne infections: this includes cholera and
 other bacteria, parasites and viruses.
• Malnourishment and malnutrition: projected to increase greatly with the effects
 of climate change on water supplies and agriculture and also increased risk of
 infection.
• Effects on mental health: extreme weather events can result in post-traumatic
 stress disorder as well as longer-term impacts such as anxiety and depression.
 Slow developing events, such as droughts can result in distress and increase
 the incidence of suicide. 

• Coal pollutants can trigger asthma, contribute to the development and
 exacerbation of chronic obstructive pulmonary disease (COPD), and contribute to
 coronary heart disease, cardiac arrhythmias and congestive heart failure and
 ischaemic stroke. Burning coal and other fossil fuels creates air pollution which
 contributes to millions of premature deaths across the world each year.
• Unconventional gas (coal seam gas, shale and tight gas) mining can cause
 environmental damage, with air, water and soil pollution, and industrialization of
 the landscape. It poses poorly assessed but potentially serious risks to health.



GO FOSSIL FREE

Take Action! 

Australia is rich in renewable energy resources, yet our fossil fuel industry continues to
expand. To maintain a livable planet and prevent the worst impacts of climate change on
global public health we need to keep 80% of our fossil fuels in the ground.
Three numbers explain why:

- Call on your university to divest
- Talk to your super fund 
- Put your bank on notice

>2 Degrees: the internationally agreed goal to limit global average surface temperatures,
beyond which irreversible and catastrophic planetary changes out of humanity's control
are predicted.

>565 Gigatons: the upper limit of carbon we can emit to stay below 2 degrees.

>2795 Gigatons: the amount of carbon held in known reserves by the fossil fuel industry -
almost 5 times the safe amount.

Our public institutions are investing billions in the fossil fuel industry. We can ask them to
stop and we can take personal steps to do the same. 
Money talks - divestment sends a strong message that we will not support companies that
profit from driving the biggest global health threat of the 21st century.  One of the most
significant ways that we can safeguard public health is to divest from fossil fuels, and call
on the institutions we are a part of to do the same! 

The Solution: Divestment from Fossil Fuels  

http://gofossilfree.org/australia/

http://dea.org.au/
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